
Chequamegon Democrats 
General Membership Meeting 

September 13, 2025 
 
 
The monthly meeting of the CheqDems was called to order by Vice Chair Mike Radtke 

on September 13, 2025 at 10:00 am. Mike sadly announced that member Brian P 
passed away recently. Brian had been a very active member of the CheqDems.  

 
The secretary's report was tabled until the next meeting.  
 
The Treasure’s report will be presented later in the meeting. 
 
The following activities were discussed.  
 
● Summer Activities Recap 

○ Ashland July 4 Parade 
■ Bob & Cindy Kelly, Truck 
■ Kelly Westlund Family, Trailer 
■ Jeremy Oswald, Charly Rey, Jimbo, Float builders 
■ Walkers & candy distributors 

○ Washburn Homecoming Parade 
■ Bob & Cindy Kelly, Truck & Trailer 
■ Jeremy Oswald, Clayton Russell, Bob & Cindy Kelly, Float builders 
■ Walkers & candy distributors 

○ Ashland & Bayfield Co. Fair Connecting with Conversations 
■ Sandy Raspotnik, Deb Bruneau, Jamie Paterson, Jeremy Oswald, Ann 

Reitz, table volunteers 
○ John Lewis  Make Good Trouble, Film 

■ Jill Spinster, Lake Superior Action committee & Victoria Flowers, Ashland 
Indivisible for organizing. 

■ Over 50 participants participated in the film & discussion afterward 
○ CheqDems Summer Picnic- Over 75 in attendance 

■ Nine dynamic speakers 



● Electeds, candidates, potential candidates, former electeds, Devin 
Remiker, WisDems Chair 

■ Shaggy Dog Farm for in-kind food & venue 
■ Gail Syverud, Jeremy Oswald, Ken Simon, Organized/decorated & clean-

up 
■ Blue Canvass Orchestra (newest labor union in our region) 
■ Joel Glickman 

○ Tabeling/other conversations/engagement with other Cheq Bay groups 
■ Pocket Park, Ashland 
■ Washburn Homecoming  
■ Northern Alliance, Neighbors Union, Lake Superior Action Committee, 

LWV 
● CheqDems Goal of increasing engagement with Southern Ashland Co. Dems 

○ Breakfast & conversation with 20+ Dems from Marengo/HighBridge/Sanborn. 
This group met with Mike and Kathleen recently. 

 
Coming events were announced.  
 

● Drinks with Dems 
● September 25, 2025 at the Firehouse in Washburn 5-7 
● October will be in Cable, WI. Date will be announced later 

● Poll Worker Training 
○ A pd. Non-partisan election official working at a polling location to run an 

election 
○ This position matters, it helps to support voters at the polls and protect voting 

rights.  
● Candidate Visits 

○ Supreme Court Candidate Judge Chris Taylor- September 24 6:16-7:15 
CheqDem office 

○ Candidate for Governor Sara Rodriguez-October 16 DETAILS TBD  
● Spring Election-Supreme Court 

○ Primary, February 17, 2026 
○ General, April 7, 2026 

● Fall Election- All partisan 
○ Primary, August 11 



○ General, November 3 
○ Executive & administrative,  
○ 8 US House of Representatives 
○ Announced candidates so far 

■ CD 7 Chris Armstrong and Fred Clark CD7 against Tom Tiffany 
■ WI Senate Dist. 25- Charly Rey, against Romaine Quinn 
 

There was a discussion about the possibility of increasing terms of office and also 
staggering the terms so everyone does not leave at one time. This will provide a more 
consistent follow through. The following officers are up for election this year.  
● CheqDems Officer Elections November 8, 2025 

○ 1-yr. term, all positions are open  
■ Chair (Kathleen will run again) 
■ Vice Chair (Mike will run again) 
■ Secretary (we don’t know, out of town) 
■ Treasurer (not rerunning) 
 

Angela Stroud reported on current legislation in regards to Medicaid expansion.  
 

Other information that was brought up include a No Kings rally on October 18. There was 
a question if the CheqDems banner will be made available. Mike reported on the Flock 
company which is installing cameras throughout Bayfield County. The initial cost 
coming from a state grant. Future cost would need to be picked up by the county.  
There was also questions about where all this data will be maintained and what the 
cost, financially and environmentally, would there be to the area. Not to mention the 
idea of being surveilled. There was a discussion about the “Transparency Project” 
being introduced through the Wisconsin Public Schools Network that would place the 
amount each district is currently paying out for the voucher program on individual tax 
bills.  Only Green Bay and Superior have passed a resolution to have this happen. 
Washburn has a resolution draft and it is in discussion. Ashland expressed an interest 
in doing the same.  

 
Motion made by Madeline Lee to accept the July 2025 treasurers report. Seconded by 

Linda Jorgensen. Motion passed. 



Motion made by John Carr to accept the August 2025 treasurers report. Seconded by 
Angela Stroud. Motion carried.  

A suggestion was made that more people contribute on a monthly basis to make sure the 
CheqDems have a consistent income source.  

 
Next meeting October 11  
  
Motion to adjourn by Linda Jorgensen, seconded by Ken Simon.  Meeting adjourned. 
 
Submitted by Sandy Raspotnik, Acting Secretary  


